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Release date: Friday February 10th 2012
New Poliakoff TV drama to be filmed

at the Severn Valley Railway

WHILE ‘Sherlock Holmes – A Game of Shadows’ - part-filmed at the Severn Valley Railway – continues to set new box office records at home and abroad, the Kidderminster-to-Bridgnorth steam heritage line has again been chosen for location filming – this time for a new BBC 2 drama, directed by the acclaimed playwright and dramatist Stephen Poliakoff.

Sequences for ‘Dancing on the Edge’, a five-part dramatisation, are being filmed during the coming week at the SVR’s Kidderminster and Bewdley stations, coincident with the railway’s half-term holiday steam trains, on what is its start-up week of the 2012 season.

Poliakoff has brought together an all-star cast of big-screen talent, including Hollywood actors Chiwetel Ejiofor (Children of Men, The Shadow Line, American Gangster) and Matthew Goode (Watchmen, Leap Year, A Single Man), plus Jacqueline Bisset, Anthony Head, Janet Montgomery, Caroline Quentin, Jane Asher and Tom Hughes.  The series is due to air on television screens in the autumn. 

Set in the early 1930s, the drama follows black jazz musicians the Louis Lester Band, as they find fame amongst the parties and performances of London’s upper class society. Although many recoil at the performance of black musicians in polite society, the city’s more progressive socialites, including members of the Royal Household, take the band under their wing.

 

But when the band becomes entangled in their shadowy world, it results in a suspected murder - and the walls begin to close in on Louis and the band.
The Severn Valley Railway’s Kidderminster Town terminus doubles as ‘Folkestone’ for the drama, where trains are seen arriving and departing ‘for Dover’. The railway which reopens this Saturday after a six-week winter shutdown for track renewals, is providing its vintage seven-coach set of  1920s/1930s LNER teak-bodied carriages, and a 1930s-period steam locomotive, the Stanier ‘Mogul’ No.42968.

SVR General Manager Nick Ralls welcomed what he described as “another important 

endorsement of the railway and its ability to provide time-warp film settings to order.”

The production company Ruby Film & Television is shooting in the London and West Midlands areas for 16 weeks.

Special note to media producers and editors 

In order to respect the wishes of the drama production company and allow them an unhindered run at filming, we ask that you do not publicise details of the times or dates of sequence shooting. 

You are however very welcome to send a photographer or cameraman to the railway to record the filming taking place. Please contact SVR Visitor Services Manager David Mee in the first instance, on 01299 403816.

Further information from David Wilcock, SVR Press & Media Affairs, 01691 718351
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